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A Note from Your President: 

What a great way to start 2017!  At our January meeting, we were pleased to have as our guest speaker Jerre Reese. Her lecture 
and trunk show, complete with numerous appliquéd and pieced quilts and wallhangings, was outstanding. Who could not just love 
those humorous snowmen, cats, reindeer, and Santas? And for those of us who love appliquéd flower quilts, she had quite a few 
to get our creative juices flowing. She is such a talented lady with such a broad array of quilts.

We have a busy and fun year ahead of us:  our “Not Your Grandmother’s Quilt” Challenge is due in May. We’ll continue our 
tummy time quilts as our community project.  Lorene continues to bring us good ideas for our BOM contributions, and Susan has 
lined up some interesting and informative mini sessions for us on the workdays. And now Lauri has introduced us to a new UFO 
challenge. Who among us doesn’t have those acrylic boxes and bags stuffed with quilts and projects in various stages of 
completion?  That challenge should clear out some of our fabric and patterns (putting to use our organizational tips we have 
received this year) so that we can have room for those new fabrics coming out now! Do not forget to compile a list of your UFO’s 
and give it to Lauri Winburn so that she can keep up with the completed UFO’s as we show them during the upcoming Sew and 
Tells. It will be fun to see how many can be finished. So many projects this year to create!

Thanks to all who accepted chairmanships of 2017 committees. I want to challenge each member to participate in SFQ activities 
and support these chairmen. Our upcoming project is the Raffle quilt (formerly known as the Opportunity Quilt).  The success of 
our guild depends upon our selling the many packets of raffle tickets.  With less than two months left before the drawing, I 
encourage all of you to sell as many as you can.  And plan also to come out and join us at the Columns the weekend of the 
reenactment when the winning ticket is drawn.  Tish will have the sign-up sheets for the specific duties and times at the next 
meeting.  The reenactment is always a fun weekend. Bring your chairs and a hand project if you have one.  During the time spent 
there, we get a chance to visit with one another, extend our friendship to those we haven’t previously known, and watch the Blue 
and Grey in all their glory. (And visiting the rows of tents with people dressed in period clothing  carrying on their period activities 
is always fun!)

A fun year ahead, y’all!

Happy sewing during this
cold weather.

Frances

photos of Jerre’s quilts

Quilt by Lorene Arnette

Happy New Year!

There are no photos of the 
Sew and Tell quilts this month 
because of the lack of space; 
however, Lauri and Patti may 
include some of these beautiful 
works on the website and the 
Facebook page. Keep warm!

mailto:FKelley321@bellsouth.net
mailto:kirklandks@aol.com
mailto:all-sewed-up@roadrunner.com
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             Chairpersons for 2017

Opportunity Quilt: Ray Vance, Timi 
Bronson
Block of the Month: Lorene Arnette

Community Quilts: Harry Sue 
Cockfield
Correspondence: Sara Simons

Historian: Naomi Narita
Library: Bonnie Marsee/ Pam Bishop

Membership: Jonnie Britton
Newsletter: Harriett Whitlock

Website: Patti Hayes
Publicity: Lorene Arnette

QSC Liaison: Karen Kirkland
Workday: Susan Rayment

2017 Challenge: Jonnie Britton, 
Nancy Wright, Rosemary Carroll
2018 Challenge- Beth Twedell

SFQ Facebook- Lauri Winburn
Hospitality- Judy Voss

Reenactment- Tish Von Hagel
Christmas Bazaar- Wanda Moody

Financial Statement for
          December 2016

Income:  
Class and Kit Fees                 200.00
Burn Center Donations   95.00
Dues 345.00
Raffle Quilt   55.00
Name Tags     1.00   
    Total Income             $  696.00 
                     
Expenses:
Meeting expenses 99.01
Supplies 88.43
Newsletter (2 months) 65.00
Donations               850.00
Photo expenses                 31.53
      Total expenses             1,133.97

      Net Ordinary Income      -437.97

       Net Income                 -437.97

Reconciled Bank Balance
December 2016              $4640.55

																														Minutes	of	the	Mee,ng	of	the	Swamp	Fox	Quilt	Guild	
	 	 	 												January	5,	2017	

President	Frances	Kelley	called	the	meeOng	to	order	at	9:30	am.	There	were	51	members	present.		Frances	asked	
how	many	members	present	had	a	birthday	during	the	month	of	January.	She	presented	the	members	who	
raised	their	hands	with	a	marking	pencil.		She	will	conOnue	this	each	month.			

Frances	introduced	the	chairmen	of	commiRees	for	this	year.	
2018	Challenge	–	Beth	Twedell																																				Hospitality	–	Judy	Voss																		
Christmas	Bazaar	–	Wanda	Moody																														Block	of	Month-	Lorene	ArneRe	
Publicity	–	Lorene	ArneRe																																													Community	Quilts	–	Harry	Sue	Cockfield	
Correspondence	–	Sara	Simons																																				Reenactment	–	Tish	Von	Hagel	
SFQ	Facebook	–	Lauri	Winburn																																					Workday	–Susan	Rayment	
2017	Challenge-	Nancy	Wright,	Jonnie	BriRon	
																														Rosemary	Carroll																														Historian	–	Naomi	Narita	
NewsleRer	–	HarrieR	Whitlock																																				QSC	Liaison-	Karen	Kirkland	
Librarians	–	Pam	Bishop	&	Bonnie	Marsee																Website-	Pa_	Hayes	
Membership	–	Jonnie	BriRon																																							2017	Opportunity	Quilt	–	Ray	Vance	&	Timi	Bronson	

Frances	announced	that	the	library	chairpersons	will	have	a	cart	of	books	at	each	meeOng	for	the	convenience	of	
members	to	check	out.		The	full	library	is	also	available	for	all	members	in	the	music	room	at	the	far	end	of	the	
building.	

Treasurer’s	Report:	Timi	Bronson	reported	income	for	month	was	$696.00,	expenses	were	$1,133.97,	with	
current	balance	of	$4,640.55.	A	full	itemized	accounOng	will	be	published	in	newsleRer.	

Frances	asked	if	there	were	any	correcOons	or	addiOons	to	the	minutes	from	the	December	meeOng.	Nancy	
Wright	reported	an	error	in	the	workday	report.	The	words	fake	binding	should	have	read	two	color	binding.	
MoOon	was	made	by	Judy	Voss	and	seconded	by	Susan	Rayment	to	accept	the	corrected	minutes.	The	moOon	
passed.	

Programs:	Vice	President	Karen	Kirkland	reminded	members	that	Donna	Royson	will	be	our	guest	at	the	February	
meeOng	and		her	program	will	be	“My	QuilOng	Journey.”		On	Friday	she	will	hold	a	class	“Opposites	ARract,”	cost	
of	the	class	is	$25.00.	Contact	Karen	or	Rita	Tompkins	to	sign	up.	
The	Program	for	March	will	feature	Pricilla	Hair.	She	will	also	teach	a	nine	patch	class	on	Friday.	Cost	of	the	class	
will	be	$25.00.	Check	the	newsleRer	for	details.	

Frances	suggested	that	the	Guild	conOnue	to	make	tummy	Ome	quilts	for	the	Nurse-Family	Partnership.	
Timi	Bronson	made	a	moOon	to	conOnue	the	program	and	was	seconded	my	Susan	Rayment.	The	moOon	carried.	

Frances	wanted	to	see	a	show	of	hands	of	members	who	had	spouses	who	were	veterans	and	had	not	received	a	
QOV	from	any	source.		There	were	several.	She	asked	that	they	sign	a	list	at	the	back	table.	

Timi	Bronson	read	a	leRer	from	the	Southeastern	Firefighters	Burn	Center	thanking	SFQ	for	the	$300.00	
donaOon.	The	membership	decided	to	conOnue	to	donate	the	$5.00	charitable	donaOon	paid	with	annual	dues	
to	the	burn	center.	

Karen	Kirkland	introduced	the	guest	speaker	Jerre	Reese	who	amazed	us	with	her	beauOful	quilts.	

Workday:	Susan	Rayment	reminded	members	that	workday	is	the	third	Thursday	of	each	month.		The	following	
mini	classes	have	been	scheduled.	
January	–	Make	a	file	folder	and	explore	different	sOtches	on	your	machine	with	Susan	Rayment	
February-	Paper	Piecing	with	Carol	Ann	Hobbs	
March-	Free	MoOon	QuilOng	with	HarrieR	Whitlock	
April	–	Demo	on	2	color	binding	with	Nancy	Wright	

Facebook:	Lauri	Winburn	presented	a	UFO	challenge	to	members.	Give	her	a	list	of	your	unfinished	projects.	Each	
Ome	you	finish	one	and	bring	it	to	show	and	tell	you	earn	a	point.	Member	with	the	most	points	in	December	will	
win	a	prize.	

NewsleLer:		HarrieR	Whitlock	reported	that	some	members	have	not	been	receiving	their	newsleRers.	She	is	
unsure	of	the	cause,	therefore	if	you	do	not	receive	your	newsleRer	within	a	week	of	the	meeOng	give	her	a	call.			
Library:	Winner	of	this	month’s	drawing	was	Sue	Chinich.	

Block	of	the	Month:	Lorene	ArneRe	showed	samples	of	the	patrioOc	star	block	for	February.	Blocks	should	be	
made	with	red,	white	and/or	blue	fabrics	and	be	12	½	x	12/1/2	square.		Winner	of	the	jelly	roll	strips	was	
Wanda	Moody.	

Frances	suggested	that	we	make	and	present	Quilts	of	Valor	to	spouses	of	our	members,	Susan	Rayment	made	
a	moOon	and	it	was	seconded	by	Alice	Hulsey.	The	moOon	carried.	
Show	and	Tell:	15	members	par,cipated.	
Door	prizes	were	donated	by	Lorene	ArneLe	and	won	by	6	members.	

SubmiLed	by	Elaine	Holmes,	Secretary	

Note from Martha: 
I would like to thank everyone from the 
depths of my heart for their prayers 
and support  given to me during this 
last traumatic year in my life.  Could 
not be where I am without your love!  
Martha, aka "Crispy"
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                Membership News

Jonnie Britton, our new Membership person, has 
emailed (to those of us with emails) the 2017 updated 
membership list for current members.  She will have 
copies at the next meeting for those of us with no email 
address. To be included on the list, please make sure 
you have paid your 2017 dues!

Check the list carefully to see if your information is 
correct. 

Please note the change of phone number for Louise 
Miller.

 Refreshments
The refreshments for February will be provided by 
Daisy Bethea, Jan Davis, and Lorene Arnette.

Thanks, ladies, in advance for the goodies!

             Block of the Month: February              
Patriotic Stars

To celebrate Washington’s, Jefferson’s,  and Lincoln’s 
birthday, create a block of a star in any style or pattern 
you’d like.  The block should be 12.5 X 12.5 in. in red, 
white, and blue (unfinished).

The star may be paper pieced, pieced, or appliquéd.

SFQ	Programs	2017	

February	and	March	

Our February program will be presented by Donna 
Royson, a certified (Eleanor Burns) Quilt in a Day 
instructor!  Her program is titled “My Quilting Journey.”  On 
Thursday, we will hear her stories, enjoy her humor, and 
see her quilts!  She will have a supply of books, patterns 
and rulers for sale.

On Friday, Donna will be teaching the “Opposites Attract” 
pattern by Quilt in a Day.  If you were at the January 
meeting, you had the opportunity to see pictures of this 
quilt in a couple of different color ways as well as the 
actual quilt!   This quilt is made using positive/negative 
blocks to create the illusion the blocks are floating on the 
background. You know it’s constructed quickly and simply 
because it’s a Quilt in a Day 
pattern!  

By the way, mark your 
calendars for the March 
meeting and class the 
following day.  It will be 
royally fun! Priscilla Hair will 
entertain us on Thursday and 
again on Friday.  Her Friday 
class is also $25. Make sure 
you reserve your spot for 
there are limited spaces in 
the Friday all-day class.

For Sale
For Sale: Sweet Sixteen Sit-Down Quilter. Excellent    
condition. Bought last year on sale for $5200. Asking $4600. 
Includes table, super slider, bobbin winder, bobbins, 
needles, thread. Great machine, very low stitch count. Pick 
up or we can work out a meeting somewhere. With Pick up 
we will teach you how to use it.
Contact Sharon Wolff 843-703-0382 or Tracey Gross 
843-910-6405
______________________________________________________________________

For sale: Janome Horizon 12000 Sewing and Embroidery 
machine.
Perfect condition (I upgraded). Has 4 hoops and about 400 
sewing stitches. $3000 or best price.  Bought in 2013.
Carol Ann Hobbs  304-813-1262
_______________________________________________

For Sale: Babylock Sashiko Sewing Machine. Used 4 
times. Bought on sale for $2200.  Price $1400.  Excellent 
condition. Harriett Whitlock  843-664-9193

A Quilting Project 
Tutorial: 

http://
quiltingdigest.com/
large-patchwork-tote/

History of Quilting, Part 1    
from Quilt Me a Story    by Susan Meeske
 “Quilts are usually thought of as being a type of American folk 
art, when in fact, quilting is a multi-cultural artistry that dates 
back to the time of the Crusades, the eleventh to thirteenth 
centuries A.D. , in Asia and Europe. While the Europeans 
probably had the greatest influence on quilting in America, the 
Japanese also contributed greatly to this craft with the 
availability and affordability of silk fabrics. Japanese peasants 
who could not afford the luxury of fine fabrics, used cotton for 
their clothing. To protect themselves from the harsh cold of 
Japanese winters, they stitched together layers of fabrics for 
their cloths[sic]. The stitches originally were for utilitarian 
purposes, but over many years developed into a style of quilting 
called Sashiko.”

Below is a new column on the history of 
quilting. To be continued…
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   What Should I Bring To The Workday Mini Classes?  

  2017 Challenge: Due May 4th 
Our 2017 Challenge theme is “Granny’s Block 
Today.” You will use a vintage or traditional 
block(s) for your challenge, but interpret it 
with a modern twist. To give your entry an 
updated or more modern look, you may want a 
layout with lots of white space, or use modern 
prints or colors (maybe batiks), or a 
contemporary layout. Please add a sketch of 
the original block along with a paragraph 
about your choice and how you used it to 
create your challenge.  No wearables, no size 
restrictions. We want to see Challenge Quilts 
from every member at the Hartsville Museum 
next June! 
Questions?  Contact us! 

Jonnie Britton dbrit89828@aol.com  
843-662-4355 

Nancy Wright  haybrton@gmail.com  
843-673-0854 

Rosemary Carroll carrrose99rs@bellsouth.net 
843-679-4122 

January Workday: File Folder with decorative  
   stitches 

Main fabric- 2 pieces   (1) 34 X 16 in.    (1) - 14 X 16 in.
Stitch band- plain fabric  (1) 9 X 18 “   (1) 5 X 6 “ for flap
Fusible Fleece  30 X 15 “
Stabilizer 2 pieces each    9 X 18”     5 X 6” for flap
Fusible velcro to close flap    1- 2 inches
Button (decorative only)
Pearl Cotton for pintucks
Feet- patchwork foot, pintuck foot (if you have one), 
        walking foot, and edge stitch foot (if you have one)
Needles - 90 jeans, 30/90 double needle
Threads - colors of choice, shiny or matte, color to
   blend for pintucks (if doing), thin bobbin thread to
   prevent buildup.
Chalk pencil to mark lines
ruler and rotary cutter, small mat
6” of 1.5” wide ribbon if you have an alphabet on 
machine

machine, foot pedal, cord
(sturdy pillows to raise your seat height if you are short)

Class taught by Susan Rayment         photo below

February Workday:  Paper Piecing

Sewing machine in good working condition
Neutral  all purpose thread
used sewing machine needles
scrap fabric  no smaller pieces than 5 inches
glue stick
cutting mat Small ( one if you have one)
rotary cutter and ruler (I/4 in ruler if you have one.
straight pins
seam ripper
trash bag
scissors
some patience

 I will supply patterns.

Carol Ann Hobbs   
call me if you have any 
questions
304- 813- 1262 

All workday classes are held 
in the large meeting room 
unless the room has to be 
used by the church.  In that 

case, the mini classes will be 
held  in the music room at the 

end of the long hall.

                           UFO Challenge

Are your UFO’s threatening to take over your sewing room? Are you 
embarrassed to admit how many quilts you have planned or started and 
yet never finished?  Well, Lauri has a solution for your woes.  Clean out 
that sewing room by completing those unfinished projects this year. Didn’t 
like the color combination?  Give it away. Did those blocks not go together 
as the directions specified?  A baby wouldn’t notice. Was the project just 
too massive to complete? Make it smaller. Could you just not decide what 
color the border should be?  Don’t add one. Were the stitches not as pretty 
as you wanted them to be?  A homeless person with no quilt in this cold 
weather wouldn’t think so.

Make a list of all projects you have set aside and give the list to Lauri 
Winburn at the next meeting.  Then start sewing.  Let’s clear out those 
boxes, ladies (or Ed). The winner may be pleased not only with the gift 
received for winning the challenge, but also pleased by a sense of 
completion.  A winner with more space freed up….wonderful…just in time 
for the spring fabric lines to come out!

Upcoming Workdays:

March- Free motion quilting (Harriett Whitlock)
April- 2 Color Binding  (Nancy Wright)
Sept.- Iron Holder  (Rita Tompkins)
other months- TBA

mailto:dbrit89828@aol.com
mailto:haybrton@gmail.com
mailto:carrrose99rs@bellsouth.net
mailto:dbrit89828@aol.com
mailto:haybrton@gmail.com
mailto:carrrose99rs@bellsouth.net
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    Tip of the Month: SAVE MY BLEEDING QUILT!  
How to best remove excess dye from a quilt (and prewash fabric to prevent the problem)  

by Vicki Welsh, colorwaysbyvicki.com  

There’s nothing worse for a quilter than washing our quilt for the first time, pulling it out of the washing machine and finding out 
that one of the fabrics has run and ruined your quilt. It happens with both hand dyed and commercial fabrics. Dyeing processes 
vary so much and different colors of dyes react differently on different fabrics so it’s really impossible for a fabric manufacturer to 
make all fabric perfectly colorfast…….just think about how much our clothes run in the wash. 
As a fabric dyer I have spent many hours testing washing processes to make my fabrics as colorfast as possible. My quilts use 
both hand dyed and commercial fabrics. As a result I have developed the following guidelines for getting excess dye out of your 
quilt and for pre-washing fabric. 
Whether your quilt has already been washed and dried, you can still do this process to remove excess dye but it’s best if this is 
the process that you use for the first wash. 
It’s important to have a large volume of water for the quilt to soak in. I use my bathtub. There isn’t enough water or room 
for the quilt in the washing machine. The quilt needs to be loose in the water. The water holds the excess dye so the more water 
the better. 
Start filling the tub with hot water. It doesn’t have to be boiling but the hotter the better. I have the hot water heater in my 
house set to 140F so it’s quite hot coming out of the tap. If your water isn’t very hot you can add some pots of boiling water. The 
truth is that time is more important than heat but the heat does help the process along. 
Add soap and the quilt. For a large quilt I will use as much as a half cup of soap. The soap is what keeps the dye particles 
from re-adhering to your quilt so don’t be stingy. My preference is Dawn Pure Dish detergent. I have used a Free & Clear type 
laundry detergent with success. Avoid using any detergent with fragrances or additives. The additives can have chemical 
structures that cause particles to adhere to your quilt or additives that may fade fabric. I have only tested unscented products. 
Do not use Dharma Textile Detergent, Synthrapol or Retayne especially if you have any commercial fabrics in your quilt. My 
testing has proven that these detergents do not behave well with some commercial fabrics and it’s impossible to tell which 
fabrics will have problems. Dharma Textile Detergent can cause backstaining on some fabrics and Synthrapol will fade some 
fabrics. Retayne is for a completely different use. Do not ever use it unless you are very familiar with the product. Once the tub 
is about half full with water you can add the quilt. 
You need gloves but not dye catching sheets. For this quilt I did use some dye catching sheets but subsequent testing 
proved that they are totally unnecessary. You can use 1 just to see how much dye is being released but otherwise they are not 
needed. You will need some heavy duty gloves to protect your hands from the heat. I have 2 sets of these gloves, one inside of 
the other, to insulate my hands from the hot water.
While the tub is filling agitate and move the quilt in the water. The quilt should have plenty of room to move around in the 
water and it needs to be agitated for a while. I’ll agitate it while it’s filling and for another 5 or 10 minutes after the tub is full. If the 
water gets VERY dark right away let it soak (agitating every 10 minutes or so) for an hour and then drain the water and start 
over. 
Make sure the entire quilt is under water and let the quilt soak for 12 hours. I use plastic bin lids and containers of water to 
weight the quilt and make sure it stays under water. If any part of the quilt sticks above the water dye will stick to the quilt at the 
water line. You can see the dye catching sheet in the water but it’s really not necessary. The important thing is time. I’ve found 
that there is a point in the soak where the fabric seems to “burp” and release the rest of the dye. That can happen between 3 
and 12 hours. Blue is the most difficult dye to get out (especially turquoise blues) and red is the most likely to stain the quilt. The 
soap is what keeps the dye particles suspended in the water. 
Repeat until the water is clear. If there is color in the water after 12 hours repeat the entire process until the water remains 
clear for at least 6 hours. I do not add a lot of soap to each subsequent soak. I make a judgement call on each soak to 
determine how much I need. In this wash I knew that most of the dye was gone so I did not add more soap. There was soap still 
in the quilt and that was plenty. 
Carefully drain and remove the quilt. You can rinse it either in the tub with cold water or in the washing machine. 
I can’t promise that this will work 100% of the time because different fabrics react differently but this has worked for me 
consistently with commercial and hand dyed cotton fabrics. Test on swatches of fabric if you are unsure or are using different 
fiber content fabrics. The quilt in the photos is one that I knew would run and that’s why I chose it for testing the process. If you 
have different results and want to discuss them please contact me at vickiwelsh.com. 
For new fabric I do this process in the washing machine. I tested it by running a new batch of fabric through a wash cycle 
with a dye catching sheet. After a normal wash cycle in hot water the dye sheet was clean. Next I soaked the same fabric for 12 
hours using the process above. After 12 hours the dye catching sheet was very dark! At some point in the soak the fabric 
released the excess dye. That dye would have eventually released onto my quilt. Maybe not in the first wash, but eventually. 
Better safe than sorry. 
Copyright information: You have permission to share this document non-commercially in full for free. You may share it 
in your guild newsletter or print it for your quilt club. It must be used complete and in full and must maintain author 
information. For other use, especially commercial use (commercial publication, teaching, etc.) please contact me at 
vickiwelsh.com.
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                SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS

Karen Kirkland   Vice President 2017                                     Joined 2007 

REVISED: I began quilting in1991, a bit accidentally, after wandering into a quilt shop in Valley Junction, a trendy and “artsy” 
shopping district in West Des Moines, where I signed up for my first quilting class. After completing my “beginners’ project”, a 
table runner, and making many new friends, I signed up for another class.  Which of course led to others, soon followed by the 
realization that I was going to need a new sewing machine!  And accessories! And lots and lots of fabric!!  Every machine 
stitch I made for the next 23 years was done on that first machine, a Bernina 1130S. I enjoy working with a variety of styles 
and techniques. Some quilts are a creative challenge, some are a technical challenge; and some are both, particularly original 
works where you need to figure it all out yourself. Over the years I’ve mostly chosen projects that look interesting or fun to do, 
many for gifts and/or to commemorate special events in the lives of family and friends. I have award-winning quilts that I’m 
very proud of, but I’m most gratified by the quilts I’ve made as gifts for family and friends. I have always quilted for my own 
enjoyment, as a fun, creative, stress-relieving hobby. After moving to South Carolina in 2007, I became much more active in 
local guilds and interest groups and now have a new group of quilting friends to learn and share with. I’m currently a member 
of Swamp Fox Quilters (since 2007), Coastal Carolina Quilters, AQS, and the Quilters of South Carolina.  

Rita Nuckles       Joined 2007 

Ladies, My name is Rita Nuckles, a sign language interpreter, I live in Hartsville with my wonderful husband James and 
precious granddaughter Rachel, 10 years old.  I’m the president of the Jacob Kelley House Guild also in Hartsville. We came 
to Hartsville 12 years ago from Knoxville, Tn. This was due to a transfer for my husband’s work with Duke Energy. James 
was a submariner so we have lived all over America. Thankfully I love to travel. 

My earliest memory is of my grandmother in her dog trot home in Franklin, Ga pulling the quilt frame down from the ceiling 
and she and my aunts quilting together. She said “Piece in the summer and quilt in the winter to keep your legs warm.” My 
clothes were made from flour sacks. Yes we were poor; I even went to a one room school house while living with my 
grandparents. I’ve always loved quilting and embroidery. I’d like to add crocheting to my skills to have something easy to 
carry when I’m waiting on Rachel at her many activities.  

We converted our attached garage to my craft room. We added carpet, AC and heat, pendant lights, ceiling fan and a new 
insulated garage door with a double row of windows. It’s almost finished. I look forward to unveiling it to Ray and Rita my 
consultants.  

I am busy researching my family so I can pass the information on to Rachel. I’d also like to finish all of my unfinished 
projects. I have been a member for about 10 years. 

Lorene Arnette       Joined  in the ’70's 
I grew up in North Carolina in a community of home sewers.  My mother made Raggedy Ann dolls by the hundreds for 
children everywhere, knitted all kinds of blankets, afghans, sweaters, and toys, but only made one quilt – and that was after I 
had moved away from home.  My grandmother made quilts and I have 4 blocks for the quilt that she started for me.  After 
college and my husband’s tour in the Air Force, living in Utah and New Jersey, we settled in his home town, Dillon.  We 
have 5 children and 6 grandchildren. I am now retired after 34 years as a professional advocate working for the Governor’s 
Advocacy Office for People with Disabilities as Regional Director of the Pee Dee Regional Office.  I also functioned as a 
volunteer and was appointed to the SCETV Advisory Council, chaired by Dr. Albert Sabin, and served as Pee Dee 
representative to the SC Dept. of Education, Special Education Advisory Panel.  Prior to working for the governor’s office, I 
was Circulation Manager at a weekly newspaper and worked as a freelance journalist. Since retiring I am trying to catch up 
on my quilting “UFOs,” trying my hand at fiction writing, trying to learn how to be a better gardener, traveling, and enjoying 
more time with family. In addition to my love for quilting, I enjoy theatre and music and had the unique opportunity to sing 
with a 200 voice masterworks chorale (Texas Festival Chorus) at Carnegie Hall and a concert tour in Italy. 

I started quilting in the Seventies.  I was searching for an angora, cowl-collared, knit sweater that my daughter wanted me to 
knit for her and accidentally came across an article In Woman’s Day magazine about quilting:  “Easiest Quilt in the World – 
Make This Quilt in One Afternoon.”  Well, I figured I could make it in six months, easy.   It took me two months to find the 
ten different fabrics for this Log Cabin Quilt and I tried making one block to see if I could do it.  No Problem.  So I made a 
pillow for my sister. After Christmas, I started on the quilt.  It took me several weeks to cut out those Log Cabin strips, using 
cereal box templates (according to directions) – remember this is “Make this Quilt in One Afternoon.”  What I did not 
realize is – I was shaving the templates down, little by little, as I cut out the “logs” for the quilt. (Rotary cutting had not been 
invented yet.) What was supposed to be a queen sized quilt, turned out to be just a little bigger than a twin.  I found a class 
and was taught that each seam MUST be quilted ¼” on BOTH sides of the seam.  Well, this one-afternoon-quilt took me 10 
years to complete.  My next quilt took me 5 years, and the one after that took 3 years – so I have improved and did pick up 
speed.  . 

I joined Swamp Fox Quilters in the ’70's and have been blessed with so many knowledgeable quilting friends.  I still make 
many mistakes but I hope my skills have improved and I have SFQ to thank for that.  I love the “show and tells,” the BOMs, 
and the annual challenge themes, and especially enjoy the programs with the very gifted quilters sharing new and varied 
techniques.   


